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Indifldaallty in their children afld genectl' characttristici of ' 
Malayaiah child trainiBg practices.. Research .was carried. out in'th'roe 
adjclniBg villages whei* well ever hall of -the iacome of residents is 
deriwed froi Hage and silaried eBployient \n ifidastriai tovne. The ' 
stud J coBsisted of in^j<»ieiis- with . over 30 nothtts .(or ether/ 
^_jareta Iters) ef lore than MO chiyirea, half of uhos Here i^4t the age 
of two and the other half spre»d across the prjBSchool ye'aTS. ' Sub^ecta 
were selected by going froB hourffe to hcuse and enquiring about 
fa ■Hies with yeong children. The. fin^l interview schedule concerned 
Six areas of behavien feeding, sleep,*' bat hlrig aad dressing, - 
strangers.-Nsensitivity and illness, plus a general s urn fcary category 
called perlcrality. All Interview sessions were tape^.- infor'aants 
stated that children were sliilar with respect to ^leaniiaesa, 
playing with ethers, and sleeping with parents, but that * \. 

indivlduility aBong ehillren was evident in 'their eating patteriis, 
shyness^r friendliness toward strangers, patteraB of'iilness and 
speed or recovery, activity level and lotor sttills, and Bood." 
Generally, Halaysian parents ejE|ect and encourage i'ndiv^du4l 
differences in children, they use language to Control th%ifr' 
children's behavicr and provide easily' understood reasons for ' 
warnings and restrict ioBs. CAuthor/SH) 
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The purposas^fr^thlp research, carried out In a,*dlstant Suburb 
^ of I^La Limpur J Malaysia, were twofold: firstp we aought to study ^ 
Malay^ perceptions of individuality in children and lecgnd/ to study the 
ganeral characteristics qt ttolay child training practices. 

Background: The stu^ was carried oyf while one of the rasaarchers 

(David) was lecturing 4t the University of Malaya in Kuala Limpur, We. 

performed the data gathering during the six month period from August ^ 

through December, 1968^ .during the afternoons after lect^is and other 

^duties were Concluded or not scheduled. This usua^/'^eant visiting 

the fleldwork area three or four aftarnoorjs a .weak by car. The research 

site, near the town of Sungai Buluh, is located about 16 miles from 

downtown Kuala Limpur, and 20 miles from our apartment in Petallng Jaya. 

t 

The Site: The research was carried out In three adjoining villages on 
th% road to the old, formtr rail link town of Kuang^}^ miles north of 
'the east-west road to the coast of Selangor. This Is not a, peasant 
area. Although there are rubbeF 'smallholdings and estates all around, 
well over half of the Income of residents is derived froi| wage and 
salaried employmentB In Kuala Lumpur and surrounding Industrial towns, 
^ Thefe is some paddy farming iut the low yields of ikdlds due to 

the poor soj^s have made nonagrlcultural employmentb much more actractlve. 
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The smm may be tal^ of tfi* wbbM ^^ilholdlngg that account for over 

/ ^ ^ ^ , - ' 

twlc# the t^TMge devoted |o paddy. The Imt pttce of rubber nakes 

»i 

rubbfer light work for thf old, who can be ©pntent to earn one half wha 
a young, able Bodied *ale would Mk€ In a fac tpry and a a till raaller 
percanta^e pf what a salaried civil servant would earn, * Man and ^omeri 
comute to work here. Woaen oftep take tise off from workli^ for 
matefnlty leitve* Some are houiewjLves. 



Ethnic Conposltion of the Vlllaiei The State of Selangor; 

at I ^, 

^^ounding ^e capital dlatrlct of Kuala LiApur is one of great 

Ethnic diversity within the Malay conmunity* The growth of Kuala 
Lumpur as i wlonial capital ly the ioth ^enCury attracted Indbnesian. 
laborera fro^ a variety of Si^tran and Javanese ethnicities to|^rk 
as agricultural land. Today the araap around Sungai Buloh consist of ^ 
approximately one half villagers who^€race descent to peoples of 
Indonesia and one half that claim Malayan ancestry. This is only a 
fough estimate that does not take account the many marriages of 



Inddneslans with native Malays in the present and past generations* ^ 
VlUagers claim that they are all Malays and on^ the older people 

speak the Indonesian languages in jtheir homes while their children do 

1 * ■ ' 

not understand thM and s^eak Bahaia Malaysia, which they learn in 

\. ^ 

school and speak everywhere. We not question that there has been 

a i'rend eioward linguistic and ethnilc ho^ogeniEatlon , but we did note 

several children in their teens^aftdi older young adults who spoke 

■ ^ - i . 

Mlnangjcabau and Javanese with older . people . This ^^^^ ^jestlons 



abTut thm Yalldtty of calling rcMarcli in th^ Mal^ research , 

Vs-auggMt that theae ^^otaanta raflact Ideal attlt%idM^nd Id^la^ 
are m «©re ettoteally dlvarse than ^Mlcans in Eagterii cities'. T^y 
aire all ^oasd t© ^^^n sociallilhg laittt^tlonai ichools, Mdlq and 
tslievlstonp magaElnes and adult, education classes. We sfiould thflfk of 
.cultures as InteTnally diverse and btoadtnlng and that InforMnta 
reprrtant part ojf the diversity to us. There are natty points of conmon 
orientation and we Judge th^t these far outnmber the ethnic byways. 

Studyf Our study consiited of IntervlCT^ i^th over 30 molars |or 
other caratakera) /^bout over > 40 children^ hajf of which we^^^under ithe 
age of two and the other half spread across th^f re^schooi years, ^he 



intar^lews lasted from sofiaewhat oyer one half hour to well over an hour. 
Most of the Interviews were with mothers, but when the child's caretakei 
was a grandparent, Interv'lewed the grandparent. We selected o/yr 
subjects by going from house to house enquiring about famille^ with 
young children. The interviews cover well over half of the households 
ith children but a much lower percentage of children. 



Our questionnaire attempted \o discover which areas of early child 
hood experl^llpe are thought to reveal a child's individual personality,^ 
and which aapectg are thought to be the same for all children, The^ 
inte^vlewB were conducted with a schedule that collected basic dalta ' ' 
about the households visited^ their incomes and composition, and we 
collected data ^ncerning parental ^servations of their children. We 
got the original schedule from Thomas and Chess (1963), but we modified 



tff btokvlori 'it 
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, bathl^ ^nd dresslnfp atfangera, sensitivity 
ary categoty that we calJed paifaQnallty , 
in the Inteririew, ¥i taped/all seasons. 



Children umtj^MmiA to be alallar to dna anothGr with reapedt 



en en^joy bathing 



are bathed aaVetal times 



rej.ley-**€q^^heat |a^well as for clMnllneas*. Children lOf 



all .aj;^ plBli^ wet or BoiiM clolhlng and Infaata e^ect to have thair 
Qlpthmn ch^Dfcd Imedlatelt whWurtt.'Vhila Alldren ol4 enough to play « 
outdoors ara'%ald to xome In and ^^^^fw^< change if; their clothes 
bficom^i dijty * fhtmntm sai^ that thiy comply wit^ thesa xaqueats as 
gtiickiy aa posslbla^ and that 4^1ays would make the child j^tlf iably 
angry. >^ldren are also said to be ^.slressed by uncomfortable clothing 
and to be .sensitive he^ts cold^ Strong t» dors and other y^nds of 
unplaasant ^tlmulaition, 

/ 

All children ara said to^enjoy playing with other children and to 
have friends from on^Vear of §ge or earlier. ' While some are initially 
shy with new children, \£hls is thought to be overcome quickly. Parents 
^gffcourage children to havk friends , and they say .children should learn 
to get along wltfhNptker people sp they will be cooperative members of 
the coimunity whert ^Ider, 

■\ \ 

\ Concerning playtyngs, most childreri past early Infancy have some 

toys, and toost parents said their children preferred hew things to old; 
' ' ' f 
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few weM said to have a ipeclai toy o? oftjeet ^jj^ th^ carried or 
played with eontimially^ Another area of aiallarity; of reports is in 
•l^epjng. All very young ehlldren sleep with their parents, and older 
children sleep with parent or slbllnis , Inf^s hav4 daytime naps in 
a cloth -or rattan swing nrt!Mrhere,,fe^lr mothers are doing housework. 
Mothers My that Mt chilli iiould tot to>i#iip alone, afid ohlldrw 
usually stay up at nlght-unti^ their parent^etiru 

Informants recognis^^lndlvlduality In aating patterns. Infants 
are said to vary In the strengtb^ of appetite. About half of the Infants 
were breast fed and half bottle fed. Among the reasona for bottle 
feading was that an Infant did not want to breast feed. Feeding 
sciedules for infants vary accordln| to. d^nd* Solid foods are intro^ 
ducad at different ages and many parents said that the child did not 
'^Ts^lke cereal when he or she first tried it, so the parent waited for 

a/everal weeks or longer before offering it again. As children grow 

/ - / ^ 

•'older they are exi^ected to have individual pref erencep^ for foods and 
they are not required to eat foods thfey dislike. For example, children 
vary in the age when thpy Uke and tolerate peppery foods. Surprisingly, 
several mothers said their children did not like rice, the Malay dietary^^ 
staple. This seen as problem that the child will eventually 
outgrow, ^ 

i 

^ While socfablllty outside the home Is expected of all children^ 

^parents note varlartons In shyness or friendliness toward strar^ers, 
.particularly adults, and they tenid to remember in fl(etall each of their 



chilite^n'ar^ietlons at dtfferMt ages* for afmple, ^ne child cried 
whs^ she aav ittaniers, anether if a stranger tried to pick him up, 
one not at, all, 

Parents ste.freat varlatlbn in patterns of illness i some Children 
get nai^ colda and fevers while others >re rarely or never sick. Most 
children are smld to eaty/oorlV^ sleep leas, play -less and^cry wheA 
slek, others are ^sald to. behave in their usual ways jwhin sick * 

IndivtAial differences are also tescrihud in their sp*eed of recovery 
.from Illnesses, Parents m#de ii»^||fcTOents about individual variations 
in activity level; some ch^ld^rf are noisy and active while others are 
relatively quiet. They rmember-tfTf f erences among uhei^ children in 
age of acquiring motor skills such as walteing, and there 1% a belief 
that children that walk early talk late and the reverse, Diff^erences 
in mood^ are often mentioned, in particular, some iiiliren are said to 
become angry more readily than others and to^ be placated more or less 
quickly when angry. They are often coffipared to one or^ the other parent 
in thl^>^regard, and it is of^en co^ented that a child who physically 
.resembles the parent of the opposlvte sex^ill be cool^tampered while 
a bp/ who looks Like ^is fatHer or a girl Who looks like h^r pother 
will be hot-tempered, Aside fi^pro resemblances, parents often say that 
a child prefers one patent to the other although thej 4o not think 
that, a child ^ould prefer one of hfs or her siblings to the others^ ^ " 
They arp said to love ^all of their siblings equally. ^ 



dlitmtmncma in children, Mothera ©ftM e^laln a change in feadlng pt 

1 ' - ' f - ^ 

otter i^utinea My log "Hi didn^t want It*"' Giving mAdicine. is^ seen 

as stressful because thl« is^ one. area, where a*child's opinion muat be 

overruled, Mothers of infattts vatch for signals' of 'sleepiness and the 

^mmiTw far eltelMtlDTT, ind adjust; their behavior fo the chllJ's. 

The parents we interviewed epphaalzed the use of lanaUaee to 
control behavior, and this was evident fro^our obsen^ations^s well. * 
Warnings and restrictions on the ch^d^'s behavior are nearly always ^ 
accompanied by a reason^ usually a one^ord reason such asr HotI 
Hurts\' Dirty; Parents say that ^ving reasons helps children to 
understand things and eventually to devGlop self-control. University 
students counted, ita early raports of our findings, that the Amarican 
way^ of^ .saying ''stop that:" to children (whTch they had observed) 
seemed cruel because the child would not understand what is r^ulred' 
and why. In describing children's early language, mothers mention 
the child's attempt to contrQ^ the environments they say the child 
will want t^frnk for food and driiflc. / T^let training is also described 
as a verbal process I the child learns to say when h^e has to eliminate, 
then the parent takes him o^ her to the latrine. 

Following from both th€? awareness of Individuality and the 
Importance^ of language as a means of control, Malay children seem 
to he acutely aware of their feelings anc^ changes In their state of 
being and are easily upset when they cannot explain a situation of 



imeaae. tme^i a |e«ful situation cannot explained, such fear 
of the dark; parentrf'aay that the child li^afyald of an evil spirit, ^ 
Children manliest f^r of the things the^ ara told should Inspire 
^tfar, Huch,as dirt,- sickness and pain, Th«y ara beikg ^iven adu^t 
tbolfi»to deal with tha sitj^tlona of discomfort that' aylse in childhood. 
This may accdunl for the else and sophistication of Malay children in 
a wida ranga of, social situations, ■ , ^ 



